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Ethnic Cleansing in Twentieth–Century Europe reflects the results of the conference of the same which was held at Duquesne University in November 2000. The participants met with the goal of examining this twentieth-century phenomenon in light of recent thinking and new research. A primary goal was to bring to light the state of new research on the various episodes of ethnic cleansing in modern Europe. In doing this, organizers and contributors hoped to explore the historical and legal aspects of ethnic cleansing and to look comparatively at the experiences of populations expelled and the terror preceding and accompanying ethnic cleansing itself. Many commonalities emerged in the process of putting the conference together, and these common themes inform and bind together the finished papers which make up this ground-breaking volume. 

Far from simply recounting the Balkan strife of the 1990s, this collection offers a wide-ranging inquiry into ethnic cleansing from its rise around the turn of the century to its reemergence at the century's end. True enough, policies which would lead to ethnic cleansing had made their appearance in Europe by 1900, but it was left to the onset of World War I to bring about wholesale attempts to "cleanse" peoples such as Germans and Jews in Russia and, more drastically and gruesomely, the Armenians in the Ottoman Empire.  Both the postwar acceptance of events such as the Greek-Turkish "exchange of populations" and the disruptions brought about by the Paris Peace Treaties led to even more potential ethnic conflict. After 1939 Europe again witnessed odious policies of genocide and ethnic cleansing as the Second World War raged and in its wake.  Here, it  is almost impossible to keep count of the ethnicities "transferred" to other localities (many dying in the process) by Stalin, the Nazi extermination of Jews and gypsies, and the terrible revenge carried out against German civilians in the largest single ethnic cleansing in history.  How these policies and behaviors survived in the Communist world itself and into the post-Communist period is also examined, as well as the issue of memory and transmittal of the history of these events to subsequent generations.  The book closes with a legal analysis of genocide and ethnic cleansing.  

Contributors include individuals from seven countries in two continents. Most are historians, but many are political scientists, literary scholars, sociologists, and legal scholars. Among the presenters are four survivors of ethnic cleansing who write explicitly about their own experiences. The conference also hosted two keynote speakers: Lt.-Gen. Michael Hayden, Director of the National Security Agency, and Dr. Géza Jeszenszky, who has served as both Hungary's first post-Communist Foreign Minister and as Ambassador to the United States. The speeches of these distinguished participants appear in the book as expanded essays on ethnic cleansing.

The studies in Ethnic Cleansing in Twentieth–Century Europe represent an earnest attempt to make sense of a terrible aspect of the twentieth century, whose story must include the rise of barbarous practices and conduct that constituted crimes against humanity and violated the whole spectrum of human rights, including the right to one’s homeland, to property and the fruits of one’s labour, and in many, many cases, denied to the targeted peoples—ultimately—their right to life.

Steven Béla Várdy, an authority on Habsburg Europe, is McAnulty Distinguished Professor of European History at Duquesne University, and has authored more than a dozen books and hundreds of articles about the history of Hungary and Central Europe. T. Hunt Tooley, Professor of History at Austin College (Sherman, TX), is the author of two books and many articles about ethnic and other disruptions of the first half of the twentieth century.

Ethnic Cleansing in Twentieth–Century Europe was published in April  2003, by East European Monographs, Boulder, CO, and is distributed by 

Columbia University Press, 562 West 113th Street, New York, NY 10025,  $ 65.

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

Introduction:  Ethnic Cleansing in History  

Steven Béla Várdy and T. Hunt Tooley
From “Eastern Switzerland” to Ethnic Cleansing:  




Is the Dream Still Relevant?
Ambassador Géza Jeszenszky

Ethnic Cleansing




Lt. Gen. Michael V. Hayden

I. THE RISE OF TWENTIETH–CENTURY ETHNIC 

CLEANSING:  ORIGINS AND PRECONDITIONS

Re-drawing the Ethnic Map in North America: 



The Experience of France, Britain and Canada, 1536-1946 

N.F. Dreisziger
World War I and the Emergence of  Ethnic Cleansing in 

Europe 



T. Hunt Tooley

“Ethnic Cleansing,”  Emigration, and Identity: 



The Case of Habsburg Bosnia-Hercegovina
Peter Mentzel

“Neither Serbs, nor Turks, Neither Water nor Wine, 



but  Odious Renegades”: The Ethnic Cleansing of Slav 

Muslims and its Role in Serbian and Montenegrin 

Discourses since 1800

Cathie Carmichael
Bulgarian "Turks":  Muslim Minority in a Christian Nation-

State


Dennis P. Hupchick

The Twentieth Century‘s First Genocide: International 

Law,  Impunity, the Right to Reparations, and the 

Ethnic Cleansing Against the Armenians, 1915-16
Alfred de Zayas

Ethnic Cleansing in the Greek-Turkish Conflicts 


from the Balkan Wars through the Treaty of 

Lausanne: Identifying and Defining Ethnic Cleansing
Ben Lieberman

Consequences of Population Transfers: 


The 1923 Case of Greece and Turkey

Eleni Eleftheriou

Ethnic Heterogeneity, Cultural Homogenization, 



 and State Policy in the Interwar Balkans
Victor Roudometof

II. THE ETHNIC CLEANSING OF GERMANS 

DURING AND AFTER WORLD WAR II

Anglo-American Responsibility for the Expulsion of the



Germans 1944-48

Alfred de Zayas

The London Czech Government and the Origins of the



Expulsion of the Sudeten Germans
Christopher Kopper
Escaping History:  The Expulsion of the Sudeten 



Germans as a Leitmotif in German‑Czech Relations 

Scott Brunstetter
Polish-speaking Germans and the Ethnic Cleansing   



of Germany East of Oder-Neisse



Richard Blanke

Ethnic Cleansing in Upper Silesia, 1944-1951



Tomasz Kamusella

Reshaping the Free City:  Cleansed Memory in 

Danzig/Gdańsk, 1939-1952
Elizabeth Morrow Clark

Cleansed Memory: The New Polish Wrocław and the 



Expulsion of the Germans
Gregor Thum
Yugoslavia’s First Ethnic Cleansing: The Expulsion 



of the Danubian Germans, 1944-1946

John R. Schindler

The Expulsion of the Germans from Hungary



after World War II
János Angi
The Deportation of Ethnic Germans from Romania 



to the Soviet Union
Nicolae Harsányi

II. THE AFTEREFFECTS OF ETHNIC CLEANSING



IN THE WAKE OF WORLD WAR II
The Isolationist as Interventionist:


Senator William Langer on the Subject of Ethnic 

Cleansing, March 29, 1946
Charles M. Barber

A House Divided: The Catholic Church  and the 

Tensions between Refugees-Expellees and West 

Germans in the Postwar Era

Frank Buscher

The United States and the Refusal to Feed German 

Civilians after World War II
Richard Dominic Wiggers

The German Expellees and European Values

Emil Nagengast

Ethnic Cleansing and Collective Punishment: The 

Soviet Policy Towards Prisoners of War and Civilian 

Internees in the Carpathian Basin
Tamás Stark
Forgotten Victims of World War II: Hungarian Women 

in Soviet Forced Labor Camps

Agnes Huszár Várdy

Revolution and Ethnic Cleansing in Western Ukraine:


The OUN-UPA Assault against Polish Settlements in 

Volhynia and Eastern Galicia, 1943-1944  

Alexander V. Prusin

The Deportation and Ethnic Cleansing of the Crimean Tatars



Brian Glyn Williams

Ethnic Cleansing in Slovakia: The Plight of the Hungarian Minority


Edward Chaszar

The Hungarian-Slovak Exchange of Population and 

ForcedResettlement in 1947

Robert Barta

The Fate of Hungarians in Yugoslavia: Genocide, Ethnocide 

or Ethnic Cleansing?

Andrew Ludányi

III.  SURVIVAL AND MEMORY:  VERTREIBUNG
A Survivor's Report


Karl Hausner 

The Day I Will Never Forget


Hermine Hausner

Exceptional Bonds:  Revenge and Reconciliation 


in Potulice, Poland, 1945 and 1998
Martha Kent

Internment and Expulsion: Survivors

Erich A. Helfert

Unpublished Sources on the Danube Swabians of Yugoslavia
Raymond Lohne

Ethnic Cleansing and the Carpathian-Germans of Slovakia
Andreas Roland Wesserle

IV.  ETHNIC CLEANSING  IN THE LAST THIRD OF THE TWENTIETH CENTURY AND ITS BROADER IMPLICATIONS

Systematic Policies of Forced Assimilation
Against Rumania’s Hungarian Minority, 1965-1989

László Hámos
Ethnic Cleansing the Former Yugoslavia in the 1990s:  A 

Euphemism for Genocide?
Klejda Mulaj
Critique of the Concept of "Ethnic Cleansing": The Case of 

Yugoslavia
Robert H. Whealey

Recent Developments in the Law of Genocide and Implications 

for Kosovo

John Cerone

The Shifting Interpretation of the Term "Ethnic Cleansing" 

in Central and Eastern Europe
János Mazsu
The Evolving Definitions of IDP's and Links to Ethnic Cleansing in Europe

Gabriel S. Pellathy

Long-Term Consequences of Forced Population Transfers: 
Institutionalized Ethnic Cleansing as the Road to 

New (In-) Stability? A European Perspective

Stefan Wolff

Ethnic Cleansing 1945 and Today:  Observations on Its 

Illegality and Implications
Alfred de Zayas
